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Sports & Recreation

This scholarship is an award program jointly sponsored by the 
Yellowknives Dene First Nation (YKDFN) and De Beers Canada 
Inc. (DBCI) for the YKDFN beneficiaries who are enrolled in a 
recognized accredited educational institution in secondary, post 
secondary, technical or adult education program. The YKDFN 
and DBCI scholarship program was established to encourage 
beneficiaries to continue with their education and pursue academic 
excellence.

Scholarship categories include:
• Secondary (Grades 10, 11 and 12)
• Adult Education
• Post Secondary/Technical Institution

Eligibility Criteria:
• Must be a member of the Yellowknives 

Dene First Nation
• Must be enrolled in, or applying to, 

an accredited recognized institution
• Applications must be accompanied 

by the following:
- Covering letter describing career 

aspirations
- Two (2) letters of reference
- Official transcripts demonstrating academic achievement
- Proof of acceptance to accredited or recognized institution

Application Deadline: August 15, 2006
Applications can be submitted to:
YKDFN/De Beers Representative, 
P.O. Box 2514, Yellowknife, NT  X1A 2P8 
Tel: (867) 873-9829, Cell: (867) 444-3711, 
Fax: (867) 873-9831, E-mail: pmercredi@ykdene.com

Yellowknives Dene First Nation/De Beers Canada Inc.

2006 Scholarship Program

Fort Smith and Yel-
lowknife's annual Ultimate
Frisbee Championship lacked
a bit of rivalry this year.

"We didn't have enough
players to have one city
against another this year," said
Stewart Mawdsley.

"So we mixed it up and
played white shirts against
dark shirts – kind of like Star
Wars – and the force was with
the light side."

The light T-shirts won the
Ultimate Frisbee champi-
onship game against the dark

T-shirts 5-4. The champi-
onship happens every year on
the Folk on the Rocks week-
end, when people are in Yel-
lowknife for the festival.

This year there were play-
ers from Inuvik, Fort Smith
and Yellowknife playing with
and against each other.

Luckily, things never got as
heated as the World Cup soc-
cer final. 

"There was no headbutting
during this match," said
Grifton Brindisi with a laugh.

Ultimate Frisbee is a
worldwide phenomenon. The
sport combines elements of
several different sports includ-

ing football, soccer and hand-
ball. 

It is full of blocking, check-
ing and the object of the game
is to get the frisbee in the end
zone.

"When I was in South
Africa, I played with a team
there for about a month," said
Colleen Roche.

"It's a fun, relaxed way to
keep in shape and meet peo-
ple."

Roche said it's also a cheap
sport to play.

"All you need are a couple
of pylons or backpacks, a pair
of running shoes and a piece of
plastic."

Fort Simpson's silver
medal relay finish at the North
American Indigenous Games
in Denver, Colo., embodied
the event's spirit and sports-
manship.

Tyrone Stipdonk and Gor-

don Thompson were the only
swimmers able to make the
trip to this year's games so,
because four swimmers are
needed to compete in the
relay event, the pair teamed
up with two swimmers from
Nova Scotia. Nova Scotia had
their own relay team, but had
two extra swimmers.

Coach Deborah Stipdonk
said working with the Nova
Scotia team was a definite
highlight for her.

Also, during the week, the
team received a lot of support
from some famous people.

Waneek Horn-Miller, an
Olympic swimmer of aborigi-
nal ancestry and Games

founder Willy Littlechild
encouraged the NWT athletes
and gave them tips.

"The helpfulness and the
spirit of the games is what the
North American Indigenous
Games are all about," said
Stipdonk.

"They are not just about
the competition. They are

about the culture and the cele-
bration." 

Prior to going to Denver,
Stipdonk said her athletes did-
n't get much opportunity to
train.

Fort Simpson's new swim-
ming pool opened the day the
team left for the United
States.

That meant their training
consisted of dry-land activi-
ties and talking about proper
stroke technique.

"We went down a few days
early and they worked really
hard in the pool," said Stip-
donk.

"I was absolutely thrilled
with how they did."
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Lea Storry from Fort Smith and Colleen Roche from Yellowknife battle it out
during the annual ultimate frisbee game.

Teams unite
Mixed-up teams battle for championship

by Emily Watkins
Northern News Services

Yellowknife

Silver medal embodies spirit of games
Indigenous event more than a competition

by Chris Puglia
Northern News Services
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