YELLOWHMIFER, Fricay, July 10, 2008 28

Yk swimmers score medals

NWT Special Olympians make the podium at Summer Olympics

by lames MeCarthy
NOTERIT: NEW Saivices

A proup of swimmers irav-
clled v 5t. Albert, Alta,, for the
20H¥ Alberta Special Clvmpics
Summer Games from June 26
1o 28 - and won big,

Julie White, Chnstopher
Taploona, Terry Kulikiana
and Juson Tatsicchele all come
home with medals from the
competition, ond  Taptoona
maonaged to score two gold
mieidals — one each in the free-
siyle and backsiroke events. He
sakl winning the medaks was a
greal fieeling,

It was really good” he
saul. "l wosn't necvwous.”

Taptoona could have hod
three gold medals if 0 weren't
for o disqualification m the
butterfly event. I's mmportant
for him Co improve because he
will be the oaly NWT Special
CHympian goinz 1o Charlotie-
town for ihe Canada Summer
Games as part of Team NWT
in SWimming,

Tm going o practise i,"
hee zaid,

[an Legaree, head coach of
the Yk Polar Bear Swim Club,
also went 1w 51, Albert as a
wikch for the male contingent,
He zoid the stalf were proud of
ihe tean's efforts,

I knewy (heod cosch) Tracey
Robertgon commented on how
well all the swimmers did,” he
sadd, “Special Olympics i a

different philosophy. You wam
everyone (o be succezsful, bl
il is still a swim meet,’

Choosing which swimmers
Wwoge o an event like this
is imporiant, Cappy Elkin,
ihe assistant cosch with the
Special Olympics NWT swim
program, sakd the stafl books
al techamse as opposed 1o
apeed.

"These foor who went,
iheir sirokes are st a 2kill bevel
where they can go and com-
pete,” sha said,

"Terry and Jalie have done
this before, but Christopher
and Jasen made their first trip
divoyin”

Beeause all fowr wene suc-
cessful in Alberta, Elkin zaid
ihe territory has been allotied
1w spots al the Special Olym-
pics Canada Summer Games
in Lomdos, Oni, sext July.

"Its ool based on gender,
Pt jost twe swimmers,” Elkin
sail. “Ii's a great eveml o go
e Special Olympics is a goeat
event. Companionship is the
hig positive. Peaple grow i
ihese events and they improve
50 much.”

For Taptoona, Canada Som-
mer Games is the goal right
now. Legaree said Tapioona
will be ready.

"He's been working a lof
and putting some exira fime in
o his own B help improve his
strength.” he said.
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Team NWT poses for a photo at the Alberta Special Ofympics Summer Games in 5t Albert, Alta., on June
27, The team is, front rosw fram left, Julie White, Christopher Taptoona and Terry Kuliktana; back row, fread

coach Tracey Robertson, Jason Tatsiechele and assistant coach lan Legares



