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The North puts its best foot forward
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L‘ The Canada Summer Games begins in CharlottetowSaminerside,

P.E.l., Aug. 15 and the excitement is building.

The NWT and Nunavut will have teams competing, dedided this would be a good time to
break down each sport where we'll have athletesaadvhat the medal hopes are for each.

Basketball

The boys from the NWT are the only team competingifthe North and they will need to have
all cylinders firing.

This team doesn't have the size or the talent foopick from like the provinces do, so it will all
come down to how tough this team plays defencehamdquick they can be on the fast-break.

Fast-breaks are where this team may have the aymrds they've been training twice a day
since late June, both on fithess and ball movement.

Making the playoffs will be a tough goal, but susps are what makes events like this so
popular. If they can catch a break or two, goodghiwill happen.

Look for Chad Hinchey to be the offensive startfos team.

Beach volleyball

Team NWT will have one team competing on the womsidle. Becca Canam and Meika
Stewart will be under some pressure to have a ghoaing and for all intents and purposes, it's

a crapshoot.

Canam and Stewart will most likely be given one¢hef lower seeds for the tournament because
that's what organizers of major sporting events liikdo to Northern teams.

The duo will open up in Pool D against British Guohia on Aug. 17 in the first of its five
matches. In order for this team to make the playaffey will need to have at least three wins as
only the top three in each pool will play for meslal



It will be tough, but they've had help from Olympimnze medalist Mark Heese and they could
spring a surprise or two. They will need to useckuess and ball control in order to be
successful.

Soccer

Team NWT will have a boys and girls team each endbmpetition. The girls will compete in
the first week and will only have two chances tdea big impression in Pool D.

Games against Quebec on Aug. 17 and Manitoba tttedag will determine whether it's medal
round or consolation. There is plenty of experiemcehis team as a majority have played
together for a long time. It will come down to whet the team can put it together in a short
amount of time.

For the guys, they will also be in Pool D againstigh Columbia on Aug. 24 and Alberta on
Aug. 25. As with the girls, it will be the same ted they can hunker down and hold out, the
chances will come.

Swimming

If Team NWT is going to win any sort of medal, tléghe best chance out there. There are
plenty of top-notch swimmers from the territoryte@en Giovanetto, Noah Colford and Colton
Yee on the boys' side, while Jenny Aitken,

Cassandra Mooney and Courtney Northrup will le@dviay on the girls' end of things.

Giovanetto just came back from the Age Group Nati@hampionships in Montreal and looked
extremely fast in the breaststroke.

The games will be lan Legaree's swan song as hozagth cso you know he would be happy to go
out on a high note before handing the clipboard twdane Mooney.

Tennis
Lots of experience dots this team. Pooja Chughpisrannial favourite in most events and she
will be again, in my view. Gillian Waugh and Rozal&sanyan will join Chugh on the women's

side, but Chugh will be looked upon to carry thewea's team, even at the young age of 15.

Tyler Comeau and Ryan Weir will be in tough on tien's side. If they can get into a good rally
and contain their opponents, it could be good. H@awgt will be difficult.

Wrestling
This will be Nunavut's only entry at the games, ibsita good one. Wrestlers from the territory

usually do well at major events and, as head cbéchael Soares said, there could be some
surprises in store for the other provinces.



Joe Karetak Jr. of Arviat managed to win a silvedal at the 2008 North American Indigenous
Games. His brother, Samuel Karetak, also snaggest.si

Both will be expected to lead the team into baitid could parlay their success at the indigenous
games into medals in Charlottetown.

For Team NWT, Sam Palfrey and Chavez Marin wilkloo take their experience from the
indigenous games and put it to use in Charlottetown

Palfrey took home a silver medal, while Marin fimesl in fourth. Diane Marin, also a silver
medalist at the 2008 event, will lead the chargetfe women. It's tough to say where the teams
will finish, but it will be interesting to watch.

There you have it. Medals could be few and far betw but these are the best in both territories.

Let's channel our positive energy all at once tawahem and hope they bring back some
medals.

Ready? Begin - ohmmmmmmmmmm...



