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The Polar Bear Swim Club once again 
shone in the pool, this time at home.

The club's swimmers took top overall hon-
ours in most of the divisions at the Fieldlaw 
NWT Swimming Championships at the Ruth 
Inch Memorial Pool, which wrapped up on 
Feb. 13. More than 100 swimmers in total from 
Yellowknife and Hay River were in the water 
looking to grab a territorial championship and 
when all was said and done, a lot of familiar 
names were at the top of the podium.

Cassie Mooney ended up taking top spot 
overall in the girls 15 and over division, scor-
ing the maximum total of 49 points over seven 
individual swims.

She said she knew the target was on her 
back the entire weekend.

"I know a lot of swimmers want to beat 
me," she said. "When it came to the 50  
(metre events), it was tough because I'm not 
much of a sprinter. I'm more of a long-distance 
swimmer, but I got lucky in some of my 
events."

Nailed down times
Polar Bear head coach Jane Mooney said 

besides the medals, some swimmers also 
nailed down some important times.

"A couple of the surprises were Kyle Lee 
and Breton Walker and they got their B quali-
fying times," she said.

Those qualifying times mean a trip to the 
Alberta Age Group Trials in Edmonton from 
Feb. 25 to 27 and brings the number of swim-
mers going travelling to five. Along with Walk-
er and Lee, Danielle Patzer, Bronson Dolynny 
and Aodhan Mooney, all in the U-14 class, are 
also making the trip.

Patzer, who finished second in the girls 

11-12 division behind Aodhan Mooney, said 
she also came close to hitting her times for the 
Western Canada Summer Games this coming 
August in Kamloops, B.C.

"I got disqualified in the 100-metre breast-
stroke for pulling too far with my arms in 
the water," she said. "Aodhan's hard to catch  
once she gets going, but we're pretty even in 
speed."

Jane Mooney also said around 80 per cent of 
the club set new personal bests for themselves. 

Cassie Mooney, meanwhile, had a couple of 
big goals in her mind and she got one of them.

"I wanted to break five min-
utes in the 400-metre freestyle," she 
said. "I just told myself no more messing 
around, just go out and do it and I did." 
For the record, her time was four minutes, 
59.56 seconds.

The other goal was to break 20 minutes in 
the 1,500-metre freestyle, but she missed that 
one by 2.34 seconds.

Cassie Mooney has a bit of a break right 
now until the BHP Billiton Kimberlite Swim 
Meet in April, although she said there is the 
possibility of going to Alberta to do some 
races.

"It all depends on whether the club wants 
to go," she said. "I'm going to hit the pool hard 
and work on the little things I have to do."

Those swimmers heading to Edmonton will 
keep on training, mostly on the mental side, 
said coach Mooney.

Polar Bear Swim Club dominates standings at NWT championships

Yk team leads the way at territorials
by James McCarthy  

Northern News Services
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been outstanding," he said.
One of the more incredible results 

came in the women's curling event 
courtesy of the team of skip Taryn 
Williams, third Janis O'Keefe, 
second Paige Elkin and lead 
Katherine Thomas. Facing certain 
defeat against Saskatchewan on Feb. 
15, down 7-4 going into the final end, 

the girls managed to play patient and 
wait out their opposition to score four 
and come away with an improbable 
8-7 win.

Coach Tex Cormier said at that 
point of the game, the girls had 
nothing to lose.

"We just wanted the fill the house 
and it worked," he said. "We wanted 
to play a draw game, get some guards 
out there and they played right along."

In normal situations, Cormier 
said the opposing team would begin 
peeling off the guards as soon as they 
could, but Saskatchewan just didn't 
do that.

"I thought they were going to 
peel," he said. "They never went after 
them and we found ourselves with 
places to hide rocks. We just kept 
putting them in and eventually, Taryn 
had an open draw for four and she 

made it. We couldn't believe it."
The squash teams also met their 

goals at the games. The boys team 
ended up finishing in fifth place 
overall, matching their ranking going 
in, after beating Manitoba in the 
fifth place game by a score of three 
matches to 1. The girls squad also 
won their seventh place encounter by 
beating Manitoba as well by a score 
of three matches to one. 

Playing on the court was a big 
moment for the girls as this was the 
first time a girls team had competed 
at the games from the NWT, but 
Paulina Brooks from the girls squad 
said more than anything, the chance 
to bond as a team is the big thing.

Week two of the games will begin 
on Sunday and Yellowknifer will 
continue to provide daily updates 
from the games.

Team NWT, from page 26
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, marches into the 
Halifax Metro Centre for the opening ceremony of the 2011 Canada Winter 
Games on Feb. 11.

Curlers complete upset in final end


